
The Woodlands Primary French Curriculum

Our Vision

At Woodlands, we relentlessly strive to be 'Outstanding in All' in order to provide the best opportunities for the children in the community we serve.

We believe in a truly inclusive school where there are no barriers to participation and learning. We are ambitious in our drive to ensure all children achieve the
highest outcomes. At Woodlands we believe in working collaboratively with our partners and stakeholders to enable all children to succeed.

To offer a relevant, broad, vibrant and ambitious foreign languages curriculum that will inspire and excite our pupils using a wide variety of topics and themes.

Our Intent

‘A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and
thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in
writing.’ (National Curriculum 2014 – Appendix A)
Learning a foreign language is a necessary part of being a member of a multi-cultural society and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education
should foster children’s curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable children to express their ideas and thoughts in another language
and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It is intended that when children leave Woodlands Primary, they will have a natural curiosity
and confidence to explore other countries, cultures and languages, understanding that, in a multilingual society it is a valuable skill to be able to communicate effectively
with others in another language.  At Woodlands Primary, we aim to introduce the learning of the French language and the understanding of its culture in enjoyable and
stimulating ways. We hope to embed the essential skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing.



Our Principles

1. The four key language learning skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing will be taught and all necessary grammar will be covered in an
age-appropriate way across the primary phase.

2. For pupils to use and apply their learning in a variety of contexts, laying down solid foundations for future language learning.
3. Learning a second language will also offer pupils the opportunity to explore relationships between language and identity, develop a deeper

understanding of other cultures and the world around them with a better awareness of self, others and cultural differences.

As a consequence of adopting these principles, Woodlands pupils will:

1. Be able to listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding.
2. Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words.

3. Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help.

4. Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures.

5. Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases.

6. Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences.

7. Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing.

8. Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language.

9. Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through
using a dictionary.

10. Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly.

11. Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing.

12. Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the
conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these
differ from or are similar to English.



● The Woodlands Primary School the French Curriculum meets and exceeds the content of the National Curriculum. Across Key Stage 2, we use the Language
Angels scheme that has been designed by an experienced team of foreign language teaching specialists who have spent thousands of hours creating, testing
and refining the pre-planned lessons and resources to ensure successful French teaching and learning.

Curriculum Rationale Justification

● Children will progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary, language skills and grammatical knowledge organised
around age-appropriate topics and themes - building blocks of language into more complex, fluent and authentic language.

● Lessons offering appropriate levels of challenge and stretch will be taught at all times to ensure pupils learn effectively, continuously
building their knowledge of and enthusiasm for the language they are learning.

● Language Angels are categorised by ‘Teaching Type’ to make it easier for teachers to choose units that will offer the appropriate level of
challenge and stretch for the classes they are teaching.

● Early Language units are entry level units and are most appropriate for Year 3 pupils or pupils with little or no previous foreign language
learning. Intermediate units increase the level of challenge by increasing the amount and complexity (including foreign language grammar
concepts) of the foreign language presented to pupils. Intermediate units are suitable for Year 4-5 pupils or pupils with embedded basic
knowledge of the foreign language. Progressive and Creative Curriculum units are the most challenging units and are suitable for Year 6
pupils or pupils with a good understanding of the basics of the language they are learning. Grouping units into these Teaching Type
categories ensures that the language taught is appropriate to the level of the class and introduced when the children are ready. Children
will be taught how to listen and read longer pieces of text gradually in the foreign language and they will have ample opportunities to
speak, listen to, read and write the language being taught with and without scaffolds, frames and varying levels of support.

● Grammar is integrated and taught discreetly throughout all appropriate units.
● Early Learning units will start at basic noun and article level and will teach pupils how to formulate short phrases. By the time pupils reach

Progressive units they will be exposed to much longer text and will be encouraged to formulate their own, more personalised responses
based on a much wider bank of vocabulary, linguistic structures and grammatical knowledge. They will be able to create longer pieces of
spoken and written language and are encouraged to use a variety of conjunctions, adverbs, adjectives, opinions and justifications.

● Pupils will continuously build on their previous knowledge as they progress in their foreign language learning journey through the primary
phase. Previous language will be recycled, revised, recalled and consolidated whenever possible and appropriate.

●

Children thrive in this subject because …

● Learning a second language early in life enhances overall cognitive skills and improves brain development.
● Studies have shown repeatedly that foreign language learning increases critical thinking skills, creativity, problem-solving skills and flexibility of mind in

young children.



Knowledge Progression
This will be the planned progression from the year 2024.

N/C
Year 3 Year 4

assuming one year of previous knowledge
Year 5

assuming 2years of previous knowledge
Year 6

assuming 3years of previous knowledge

Listening
Listen to and enjoy short stories, nursery
rhymes & songs. Recognise familiar words and
short phrases covered in the units taught.

Learn to listen to longer passages and
understand more of what we hear by picking
out key words and phrases covered in current
and previous units.

Listen more attentively and for longer.
Understand more of what we hear even when
some of the language may be unfamiliar by
using the decoding skills we have developed.

Listen to longer text and more authentic foreign language
material. Learn to pick out cognates and familiar words
and learn to 'gist listen' even when hearing language that
has not been taught or covered

Speaking
Communicate with others using simple words
and short phrases covered in the units.

Communicate with others with improved
confidence and accuracy. Learn to ask and
answer questions based on the language
covered in the units and incorporate a negative
reply if and when required.

Communicate on a wider range of topics and
themes. Remember and recall a range of
vocabulary with increased knowledge,
confidence and spontaneity.

Learn to recall previously learnt language and recycle /
incorporate it with new language with increased speed
and spontaneity. Engage in short conversations on familiar
topics, responding with opinions and justifications where
appropriate.

Reading

Read familiar words and short phrases
accurately by applying knowledge from
'Phonics Lesson 1'. Understand the meaning in
English of short words I read in the foreign
language.

Read aloud short pieces of text applying
knowledge learnt from 'Phonics Lessons 1 & 2'.
Understand most of what we read in the
foreign language when it is based on familiar
language.

Understand longer passages in the foreign
language and start to decode meaning of
unknown words using cognates and context.
Increase our knowledge of phonemes and
letter strings using knowledge learnt from
'Phonics Lessons 1 to 3'.

Be able to tackle unknown language with increased
accuracy by applying knowledge learnt from 'Phonics
Lessons 1 to 4' including awareness of accents, silent
letters etc. Decode unknown language using bilingual
dictionaries.

Writing
Write familiar words & short phrases using a
model or vocabulary list. EG: 'I play the piano'.
'I like apples'.

Write some short phrases based on familiar
topics and begin to use
connectives/conjunctions and the negative
form where appropriate. EG: My name, where I
live and my age.

Write a paragraph using familiar language
incorporating connectives/conjunctions, a
negative response and adjectival agreement
where required. Learn to manipulate the
language and be able to substitute words for
suitable alternatives. EG: My name, my age,
where I live, a pet I have, a pet I don't have
and my pet's name.

Write a piece of text using language from a variety of units
covered and learn to adapt any models provided to show
solid understanding of any grammar covered. Also start to
incorporate conjugated verbs and learn to be comfortable
using connectives/conjunctions, adjectives and possessive
adjectives. EG: A presentation or description of a typical
school day including subjects, time and opinions.

Grammar

Start to understand the concept of noun
gender and the use of articles. Use the first
person singular version of high frequency
verbs. EG: 'I like…' 'I play…' 'I am called…'

Better understand the concept of gender and
which articles to use for meaning (EG: 'the', 'a'
or 'some'). Introduce simple adjectival
agreement (EG: adjectival agreement when
describing nationality), the negative form and
possessive adjectives. EG: 'In my pencil case I
have…' or 'In my pencil case I do not have...'

Revision of gender and nouns and learn to use
and recognise the terminology of articles (EG:
definite, indefinite and partitive). Understand
better the rules of adjectival agreement and
possessive adjectives. Start to explore full verb
conjugation (EG: 'I wear...', 'he/she wears...' and
also be able to describe clothes in terms of
colour EG: 'My blue coat'.

Consolidate our understanding of gender and nouns, use
of the negative, adjectival agreement and possessive
adjectives (EG: which subjects I like at school and also
which subjects I do not like). Become familiar with a wider
range of connectives/conjunctions and more confident
with full verb conjugation ‐ both regular and irregular. EG:
'to go', 'to do', 'to have' and 'to be'.



Recommended Teaching Sequence/Map: Summary
THIS WILL CHANGE EACH YEAR OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS AS THE SCHEME IS EMBEDDED.

This year’s plan is based on the children not having had any previous French teaching: 2021-2022

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Year 3 Phonetics 1 and 2 (Core)
I’m learning French (Early language)

Animals (Early)

Musical instruments (Early)

Fruits (Early)

Ancient Britain (Early)

I can… (Early)

Year 4 Phonetics 1 and 2 (Core)
Fruits (Early)

Vegetables (Early)

Ancient Britain (Early)

Presenting Myself (Intermediate)

Classroom (Intermediate)

My House (Intermediate)

Year 5 Phonetics 1 - 3 (Core)

Vegetables (Early)

Presenting Myself (Intermediate)

Family (Intermediate)

Do you have a pet? (Intermediate)

What is the date? (Intermediate)
Weather (Intermediate)

Year 6 Phonetics 1 - 4 (Core)

Presenting Myself (Intermediate)

Romans (Intermediate)

Clothes (Intermediate)

My House (Intermediate)

School (Progressive)


