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Year 8 Drama 

Knowledge Organiser 

Commedia Dell’Arte 

14
th

 Century  Italian Theatre 

Very old type of theatre which can be 
traced back to 16th century in Italy.  
 

Troupes of actors would travel around 
the country performing plays in market 
squares. 
 

The plays were often comedies and 
topics included: 

• Mistaken identities 
• Servants tricking their masters  
• Love triangles (e.g. girl loves boy, 

boy loves girl, old man loves girl, 
girls father wants her to marry old 
man etc…) 

•  

Plays contain ‘STOCK’ characters who 
the audiences would be familiar with.  
These characters wore masks and their 
movements were very physical and over 
the top. 
 

Commedia was the origin of ‘Slapstick’ 
such as Charlie Chaplin, the Chuckle 
Brothers and Tom and Jerry cartoons. 
Modern versions of Commedia include 
Pantomime and Punch and Judy. 

Key Characters 

Low Status 

Zanni: High Energy, talks directly to the 

audience, boisterous, confident, loud 

Arlecchino: Trickster, Nimble, Quick, 

Full of energy, Master of Disguise and 
mimics other people.  

Columbina: Wife of Arlecchino, 

Confident, Womanly, Boisterous, walks 
like she is dancing 

High Status 

Il Dottore: The Doctor, very Pompous, 

Arrogant and Stupid 

Pantalone: Tight Fisted, Sleazy old 

man, very Rich and Greedy 

Isabella: Beautiful and ditzy 

Key Skills 

Mime: The actor uses movement, gestures, 

facial expressions and body language to 
communicate meaning to the audience. Uses 
gestures to suggest handling objects 

Comedy: A genre of theatre intended to 

make the audience laugh at the performance 

Duologue: Two actors on stage during a 

scene 

Masks: Often used to show Stock 

characters  

Physicality: Over the top and 

exaggerated gestures and body language 

Status: Rank or Social standing often 

relating to Power and Confidence 

Characterisation 

• Body Language: The way the actor uses posture, stance and gestures to 
communicate meaning.  

• Facial Expressions: The use of expression on the actors face to communicate 
emotions to the audience 

• Voice: The way the actor uses pitch, tone, volume and accent to 
communicate character and meaning for the audience. 

• Movement: The use of pace, staging, space and levels 



Limbo 
Edward Kamau Braithwaite 

Nothing’s changed 
Tatam Khulu Afrika 

Island Man 
Grace Nichols 

Blessing 
Imtiaz Dharker 

2 scavengers 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti 

Key vocabulary 
Segregation                           Defiant   
Apartheid                              Scavenger 
Identity                                  Skeptic 
Culture                                   Rationalist 
Tradition                                Diabolic 
Heritage                                 Incantation 
Communism                         Hybrid 
Dictatorship/dictator         Paraffin 
Status quo                              
American Dream 
Gargoyle 
Quasimodo 
Peasant 
Amiable 
Congregation 
Brash 
Municipal 
Haute cuisine 
Incipient 
 
 

Set on a slave ship, it describes 
the experiences of a slave above 
and below decks as they 
approach their destination. 
(Caribbean) 
 
Limbo is a term which refers to 
both a dance/game and the 
feeling of being stuck between 
two places. 
 
Slave ships – white slave owners 
captured black Africans and 
transported them to the 
Caribbean to force them to work 
on sugar plantations. 
 
‘Stick is the whip/ and the dark 
deck is slavery’ 

A speaker walks through 
District 6, and he looks at two 
restaurants, one for white and 
one for blacks. He realises that 
racism still exists. 
 
Set in Cape Town, South Africa, 
a formally tolerant multi-
cultural area which was 
segregated by the white 
government and turned into a 
whites-only area. 
 
‘District Six./ No board says it 
is:/ but my feet know/and my 
hands…’ 

A man wakes up from dreaming 
about his home in the Caribbean. 
As he wakes, the sounds of 
London mix with his dream. 
 
Grace Nichols, from the 
Caribbean writes the poem to a 
friend living in London, who is 
also Caribbean. 
 
‘Comes back to sands/of a grey 
metallic soar/to surge of wheels/ 
to dull North Circular roar’ 

Description of the explosion of 
a water pipe in a dry, Indian 
village. People rush from 
everywhere to collect the 
water. 
 
India is an extremely dry 
country which has very little 
water. This is based on a true 
story. 
 
‘Skin cracks like a pod/there is 
never enough water.’ 
‘The blessing sings over their 
small bones’ 
 

Two cars stop at a red light in 
traffic. The speaker notes the 
differences between the wealthy 
upper class architects and the 
working class garbage collectors. 
 
Ferlinghetti was writing in the 
1960s in San Francisco – known 
for its openness and challenge to 
the status quo. He questions the 
reality of the American Dream. 
 
‘The older of the two with grey 
iron hair/ and hunched 
back/looking down like some/ 
gargoyle Quasimodo’ 

Connectives Night of the Scorpion 
Nissim Ezekiel 

What were they like  
Denise Levertov 

Not my Business 
Niyi Osundare 

Presents from my Aunts 
Moniza Alvi 

Technical Vocabulary 
Alliteration                           Phonetic spellings 
Assonance                   Rhyme –couplet/internal/half    
Colloquial language            Rhythm 
Dramatic monologue         Sibilance 
Enjambment                        Simile 
First person                          Stanza 
Imagery                                Rhetorical question 
Persona                                Verse 
Chorus                                  Symbolism 
Narrative                              Third person 
Repetition                            Hyperbole 
Irony 
Juxtaposition 
Language 
Metaphor 
Monologue 
Mood 
Onomatopoeia 
Oxymoron 
Personification 
Tone 
 

Likewise  
In the same way 
Similarly 
Equally 
As with 
Comparatively 
 
However 
On the other hand 
Conversely 
Alternatively 
In contrast 
Contrastingly 
 
The writer uses… 
The (verb etc )…implies… 
Suggests/emphasises/means 
The speaker… 
 

The story of a woman who is 
stung by a scorpion. Her family 
and community do everything 
they can to remove the poison, 
including chants, potions and 
prayers. At the end, the 
mother is glad that the 
scorpion stung her and not the 
children. 
 
Set in India, this 
culture/religion believes in 
reincarnation. The people live 
in close communities. The 
poem uses lots of religious 
language and references 
beliefs. 
 
‘Parting with his poison – 
flash/of diabolic tail in the dark 
room-‘ 

The poem is set out in a series of 
questions and answers where the 
questioner asks about what the 
culture of Vietnam was like 
before the war. 
 
Vietnam War – 1960’s. American 
forces led an attack against 
communism 
Which resulted in the 
devastation of traditional 
Vietnamese culture.  
 
‘It was reported that their singing 
resembled/ the flight of moths in 
moonlight/ who can say? It is 
silent now.’ 

Tells the story of several 
families in Nigeria whose 
houses were raided; people 
were taken and tortured.  
 
The poem describes the 
dictatorship of Osani Abacha . 
The poet wants to challenge 
those who sit back and do 
nothing while people are being 
tortured in their own country. 
 
‘They picked Akanni up one 
morning/ Beat him soft like 
clay/and stuffed him down the 
belly of a waiting Jeep.’ 

The speaker describes traditional 
Pakistani gifts from her Aunts but 
when trying them on, she feels 
lost trying to fit into both English 
and Pakistani culture.  
 
Explores ideas of identity and 
belonging – reflects the lives of 
many Pakistani people going to 
live elsewhere and trying to 
maintain culture and tradition. 
 
‘I tried each satin-siken top-/was 
alien in the sitting room. / I could 
never be as lovely/ as those 
clothes-‘ 

Themes  
Modern vs tradition 
Family relationships  
Difference  
Conflict  
Identity . 
  
 

Key quotes: Blessing 
‘Skin cracks like a pod’ 
‘The voice of a kindly God’ 
‘Silver crashes to the ground’ 
‘Roar of tongues’ 
‘Pots, brass, copper, aluminium, plastic buckets, frantic hands’ 
‘Liquid sun’ 
‘Polished to perfection’ 
‘The blessing sings over their small bones’ 

Yate Academy Love and Relationships poetry English Faculty 
 



FRENCH YEAR 8 MODULE 4 – EN BONNE SANTÉ   

MO 1 – 10 :  (KPI 1 Know the key vocabulary for the module) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 8- UK Geography  

 

Key words 
 

Geology  The type of rock the land is made up of..  

Sparsely  Small numbers of people living in one 
area 

Densely  Large numbers of people living in one 
area  

Relief Refers to the way the landscape changes 
in height. 

National 
Parks An area as of natural beauty and which is 

protected to ensure that everyone could 

enjoy them today and in the future. 

Erosion  
The wearing away of rock by the sea.  

 

KPI4-  identify why tourists 
visit the UK and explain why it 
is important  
 
Britain will have a tourism 
industry worth over £257 
billion by 2025 – just under 
10% of UK GDP and supporting 
almost 3.8 million jobs, which 
is around 11% of the total UK 
number 
  

KPI5-  evaluate the impact of tourism on the Lake District National Park  
 

Location  Why visit?  Benefits  Problems  

The Lake 
District 
National Park 

People come to the 
Lake District for many 
reasons, including hill 
walking, rock 
climbing, mountain 
biking, fishing and 
boating. They also 
come to visit 
historical buildings, or 
just to enjoy the 
beautiful lakes and 
mountains 

Tourism provides employment and 
income of local people (12 million people 
visit each year)  
 
People choose to stay in the area, which 
maintains other essential services such as 
schools and hospitals. 
 
Services provided for tourists e.g. leisure 
faculties, also benefit local people.  
 
 

Farmers are concerned about damage to 
fences and livestock by walkers and their 
dogs. 
 
Local residents are worried about 
congestion, littering, noise pollution and 
the erosion of footpaths 
 
Employment can be seasonal and wages 
are low.  
 

 

KPI6- describe the key features of the Dorset Coastline   

 

KPI7 explain the formation of Durdle Door and Old Harry Rocks 
 

 

KPI8- use named examples to explain the importance  of two contrasting tourist destinations  
 

Location  Why visit?  Benefits  Problems  

National 
Marks  

People come to the Lake District for many 
reasons, including hill walking, rock 
climbing, mountain biking, fishing and 
boating. They also come to visit historical 
buildings, or just to enjoy the beautiful 
lakes and mountains 

Tourism provides employment and income of local people (12 million people visit each 
year)  
 
People choose to stay in the area, which maintains other essential services such as 
schools and hospitals. 
 
Services provided for tourists e.g. leisure faculties, also benefit local people.  

Farmers are concerned about damage to fences and livestock by walkers 
and their dogs. 
 
Local residents are worried about congestion, littering, noise pollution and 
the erosion of footpaths 
 
Employment can be seasonal and wages are low.  

Dorset 
Coastline  
Lulworth Cove 
to Old Harry 
Rocks  

UNESCO World heritage site.   
Explore the coastline and the unique 
landforms found in the area.  

Tourism provides employment and income of local people 
 
People choose to stay in the area, which maintains other essential services such as 
schools and hospitals. 
 
Services provided for tourists e.g. leisure faculties, also benefit local people.  
 

Employment can be seasonal and wages are low.  
 
Tourist cause footpath erosion which can reduce biodiversity and cause 
cliff instability.  
 
During peak season, traffic congestion, littering and noise pollution affects 
local residents.  

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjbh8LJi4LYAhVINxQKHXThDM0QjRwIBw&url=https://getrevising.co.uk/revision-notes/formation_of_caves_arches_stacks_and_stumps&psig=AOvVaw0WaNd7SOXzFtTcfZsiNius&ust=1513086224607898


 

  



Year 8 Module 4- Did Martin Luther King’s dream come true? 

Key Terms 

Prejudice Believing some people are inferior or superior 
without evening knowing them (pre-judging)  

Discrimination  The treatment or people less favourably 
because of their 
gender/ethnicity/sexuality/age  

Racism  Prejudice or discrimination, directed against 
someone of a different race based on the 
belief that one's own race is superior. 

Parable A simple story used to illustrate a moral or 
spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the 
Gospels 
 

Civil Rights 
Movement  
 

Struggle by African Americans in the mid-
1950s to late 1960s to achieve Civil Rights 
equal to those of whites 

 

KPI1- describe and explain Christian teachings on prejudice and discrimination 
 

Do not ill-treat foreigners who are living on your land  Don’t treat people badly if they come from a different 
country than you 

For you are all one in Christ Jesus  Everyone is equal regardless of gender, race or age 

Do to others as you would have them do to you Treat others as you would like to be treated e.g. be 
kind and respectful  

  
The Story of the Good Samaritan  
 
The story of the Good Samaritan, as told by Jesus in one of the gospels of the New Testament. A traveller is 
beaten up and robbed, and left for dead along the road. A priest comes by, but deliberately avoids the man. A 
lawyer also comes by but he too avoids the injured. Finally, a Samaritan comes by, and he helps the injured man, 
in an act of mercy and compassion. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zcyr87h 
 

KPI 2- describe who MLK is and explain how he is similar to Jesus  
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. an American Baptist minister changed history through his non-violent approach to tackling race issues in 
America. He was a key player in the Civil Rights Movement and his campaigns improved the lives of Black citizens of America and 
the world. His famous “I have a dream” speech still continues to inspire today.  
 

Jesus Martin Luther King  

Fought against injustice through his teachings  Fought against racism 

Lived in a war torn country where his people were 
being oppressed  

Lived in a country where blacks and whites were segregated (separated) 

Received threats by the authorities Received threats from racists, police officers and local government 

Had hundreds of followers  Had thousands of followers 

Was arrested for standing up against the Romans 
and the Jewish authorities  

Was arrested for campaigning against racism  

Was crucified  Was assassinated in 1968 

Was resurrected His legacy lives on after death – people still remember him  

Teacher Preacher of Christianity 

Taught his followers to turn the other cheek rather 
than fight with violence  

Told his followers never to use violence, even when they being attacked 

 

KPI3- evaluate whether MLK’s dreams came true  
 

Evidence for Evidence against 

1. It is illegal in the 
USA to 
discriminate  
against someone 
because of their 
race 

2. There are many 
examples of people 
of different races 
living together 
peacefully  

3. People of different 
races attend the 
political rally where 
MLK gave his 
famous speech.   

1. Police in USA 
have been 
accuse of 
treating black 
people as 
inferior 

2. There are still 
many reports 
of racial 
incidents 
amongst 
citizens 

3. There are still 
repost of 
people facing 
racism in 
society  

 
 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zcyr87h


Important Ideas 

Averages: Are used to summarise a set of data by identifying a central or typical 

value. There are three different averages we use – the mean, mode and median. 

Spread: Is used to represent how far apart the smaller and larger values in a set of  

data are from each other. The range is a measure of spread. 

Frequency: The number of times something occurs.  In data it refers to the number 

of pieces of data in the set. 

Probability: The measure of chance that an event will occur.  Probability is given as 

a fraction or decimal in the range 0 to 1 or a percentage in the range 0 to 100%.   

Probabilities can be shown on a probability scale. 

Randomness: When something happens with no pattern and can’t be predicted. 

Key Words 

Mean: Is a calculated central value.  To find it we add together all the values and 

divide by the number of values. 

Mode: Is the most typical or most commonly occurring value in a set of data. 

Median: The central or half-way value when the data is put into size order. 

Quartile: In a set of data in size order the Lower quartile is half way between the  

smallest value and the median and the Upper Quartile is halfway between the  

median and the highest value. 

Range: The difference between the lowest and highest value. 

Fair: An experiment is fair when every outcome has an equal probability. 

Biased: when all outcomes do not have an equal probability. 

Sample space: The set of all possible outcomes from an experiment or event. 

Set: A well-defined collection of distinct objects. For example, the set of numbers 

between 0 and 4 are 1, 2 and 3. 

 

 

Mathematics Year 8 HT4 Knowledge Organiser 
 

Key Facts 

Types of graphs and their features: 

 

Special numbers: 

Prime numbers: 2,3,5,7,11, 
13,17,19,23,29… 

Square numbers: 1,4,9,16,25, 

36,49,64,81,100… 

Cube numbers: 1,8,27,64,125, 

216,343,512,729… 

Triangle number:  1,3,6,10,15, 
21,28,36,45,55… 

 

Venn diagram set notation: 



 



SPANISH YEAR 8 MODULE FOUR : MIS VACACIONES 

 MO 1 – 13  :  (KPI 1 Know the key vocabulary for the module) 
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